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Firearms Tracing
• ATF’s National Tracing Center is the 

United States’ only crime gun tracing 
facility.

• ATF’s National Tracing Center is 
authorized to trace firearms by the Gun 
Control Act of 1968.

• ATF’s National Tracing Center is only 
authorized to trace a firearm for a law 
enforcement agency involved in a bona 
fide criminal investigation.
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• eTrace helps identify gun 

traffickers, potential suspects and 
patterns of violent gun crime to 
help law enforcement agencies 
solve criminal cases.

• eTrace helps criminal 
investigators quickly trace down 
the origin and purchaser of crime 
guns to support criminal 
prosecutions.

• Local, state and federal law 
enforcement agencies use eTrace 
to input and access firearms trace 
data.
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Breech face marks are 
left on the head of the 
cartridge case as the 

gun is fired 
The firing pin leaves 

an impression on 
the cartridge case  

The ejector leaves 
marks on the cartridge 

case as the case is 
ejected

NIBIN

The extractor leaves 
marks on the cartridge 
case as the projectile is 

fired

• NIBIN is a critical tool used to 
share ballistic information that is a 
crucial to reducing firearms-
related violent crime.

• The National Integrated Ballistic 
Information Network (NIBIN) is 
the only national network that 
allows for the capture and 
comparison of ballistic evidence to 
aid in solving and preventing 
violent crimes involving firearms.

• NIBIN and eTrace are two key 
tools that ATF’s Crime Gun 
Intelligence Centers (CGIC) use to 
identify violent shooters and their 
sources of crime guns.
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Crime Gun Intelligence (CGI)
• ATF’s Crime Gun Intelligence Centers serve 

as intelligence hubs and coordination centers 
for local, state and federal responses to mass 
shootings and other major crimes involving 
firearms.

• CGICs use cutting-edge forensic science and 
crime gun evidence to support the 
investigation and prosecution of violent 
criminals.

• CGICs are an interagency collaboration 
between ATF, law enforcement agencies, 
forensics labs, academic institutions and 
prosecutors committed to stopping gun 
crimes.
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Questions?
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